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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [5.57 pm]:  I move - 

That the House do now adjourn.  

Cadets WA Program - Adjournment Debate 

HON BILL STRETCH (South West) [5.57 pm]:  I am very concerned about reports circulating around the 
country that the Government is about to cut back the Cadets WA program particularly in country areas, although 
I understand the cutback is to apply statewide.  I cannot understand why a Government would do that.  Cadets 
WA has an enormous amount of support in the community and provides extremely positive influences for good 
among young people.  Of all the government programs, that would have to be one of the most cost effective and 
efficient programs in place.  Most of the people who are drawn into it are volunteers.  Why, oh why would a 
Government knock off this scheme on a penny-pinching exercise?  It provides many intangible benefits.  
Governments are not good at assessing positive intangible benefits that accrue in the community.  

I will read a letter I received from the Bridgetown High School Council, which put into words the benefits far 
more eloquently that I could.  It reads - 

Dear Mr Stretch,  

We write in response to information that there is a move to reduce the funding for the Cadets WA 
Programme. 

It is our understanding that each unit will be funded to a maximum number of 50 Cadets and that the new 
amounts will be $450.00 for a cadets first year, $350.00 for their second year and $250.00 for each year 
thereafter.   

The Bridgetown High School Council would like to protest strongly against this withdrawal of essential 
funding for a vital school programme.  

BACKGROUND 

In August 2001, Bridgetown High School began a unit of Emergency Services Cadets to meet the needs 
of its students and the community. 

I interpose here to say that in my youth, the cadets were either Army cadets, Navy cadets or air cadets.  A huge 
cross-section of the community is now involved in the cadet network, which covers things such as social service 
cadets, Red Cross cadets, police cadets and fire and emergency services cadets.  It is a very worthwhile training 
ground.  I continue -  

By November 2002, the unit has grown to 68 boys and girls out of a total school population of 185 - a 
great success story by any measure. 

The school has invested significant time and effort in programming Cadets into the school timetable as 
an elective for students in years 8, 9 and 10 and providing three teachers to run the programme.  

Strong links have already been forged with community members who come weekly to share their 
expertise with the students.   

OUTCOMES FOR STUDENTS  

The ESC Unit is proving to be a valuable addition to Bridgetown High School’s curriculum.  The 
enthusiastic way in which over 60 students have embraced the concept is outstanding.  The importance 
of offering a programme that opens up opportunity for leadership roles and responsibilities as well as 
excellent physical education and team building skills is invaluable.  Many students who would not 
normally participate in ‘regular’ physical education are reaping rewards from cadets.  Cadets are given 
the unique experiences of adventurous activities within a safe environment that enhances confidence 
and self esteem.  The ability to identify with the group gives rise to respecting the need for chain of 
command and learning appropriate risk management strategies that ultimately enhance the safety of the 
groups.  Fostering these valuable life skills equips young people to deal with many day-to-day 
situations and produces better-balanced adults.  The opportunity for young people to gain real-life 
experience of teamwork while learning important skills such as first aid are unparalleled.  The direct 
link the unit builds with the community by contacts with the emergency services and the building of 
emergency services skills is vital in a small country town.  Finally, its benefits in aiding the health and 
well-being of the students is invaluable. 
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BENEFITS TO THE BRIDGETOWN COMMUNITY 

Rural communities are forged on volunteer labour.  Without a strong core of volunteers in a community 
like Bridgetown many functions simply would not be effectively performed.  Our local fire fighting, 
ambulance and state emergency groups are guaranteed a continued life as long as programmes such as 
Cadets are funded and available to all young people.  Thousands of dollars are saved every year because 
of the willingness of volunteers to serve the community - an ethos that the Cadets foster directly.  A 
mentoring programme is easily established between experienced volunteers and cadets who learn the 
value of being a volunteer and these attributes create the sense of community that benefits everyone.  

EFFECTS OF THE CHANGE 

A highly efficient and community based programme will be cut back in effectiveness and result in the 
program being offered to years 9 & 10s only, and a reduced range of activities. 

The proposal to cut funding again raises the issue of equity for country students. 

Country students are already seriously disadvantaged by the lack of activities in which they can be 
involved and the large costs for them and the school to avail themselves of programmes that city 
students take for granted. 

While it may seem that country people are constantly ‘whingeing’ about their disadvantages, it does 
seem to us that often people in power confuse equality and equity.  

To lose the benefits of a programme which has already had so many positive benefits to the school 
would be another slap in the face to country education and country communities. 

We respectfully request that you support us in preventing the reduction in support for the cadets WA 
programme by the government. 

That sums up very eloquently the advantages that cadets bring to the community.  Governments spend hundreds 
of thousands of dollars trying to promote these values within the community.  Frankly, it seems absurd to cut off 
the cadet program for what is, by global standards, a reasonably small amount of money within a state budget.  I 
urge the ministers in this place who sit in Caucus and Cabinet to please reassess the value of the cadet program 
to the community of Western Australia when we are faced with juvenile crime and delinquency.  

Hon Alan Cadby:  Lack of focus. 

Hon BILL STRETCH:  Yes; I thank the member.  Members would know all the values I am talking about.  It 
seems very short-sighted.  I urge members opposite to bring it to the attention of their colleagues.  I know the 
Minister for Education, Hon Alan Carpenter, has made noises that it tends to be exclusive; it is not.  It involves 
the people who most need our help and support in the community.  I urge members opposite to take it forward.   

Rifle Clubs, Rents - Adjournment Debate 

HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural) [6.05 pm]:  Yesterday in question without notice No 326, I asked Hon 
Nick Griffiths about peppercorn rents paid by rifle ranges, which had increased by 500 per cent from $1 to $500.  

Several members interjected.  

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  That is a 5 000 per cent increase.  I am glad we have some mathematicians in this place.  
It is beaut to be among educated people; it makes one feel very humble.  It is a new experience.  

The minister said that the Water Corporation had been corporatised and had to increase charges.  However, the 
last paragraph of his answer stated that the Department of Land Administration had been constrained from 
charging anything other than a peppercorn rent but these constraints had now been removed.  That opens a 
Pandora’s box for the 42 rifle ranges that pay a peppercorn rent of $1 per annum; that is, $5 for five years.  They 
will now pay $2 500.  Some of those rifle clubs have 10 or 20 shooters as members, which means that each 
shooter would pay $250.  I am referring to rifle ranges, but this could affect pony clubs and many other clubs 
that operate on peppercorn leases.  

Hon Peter Foss:  Little people? 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Yes, the little people.  The rent will increase from $5 to $500 as a result of corporate 
charges, but we also need to consider what they have to pay anyway.  For instance, when the club was paying the 
peppercorn rent of $1 per annum, it still had to maintain the property, take out public liability insurance cover of 
$10 million, maintain the fencing, pay legal fees, the goods and services tax, statutory charges, utility charges - 
power and water -  maintenance, site contamination and special conditions.  It also had to pay for the lease.  It is 
not as though these shooting clubs etc do not have expenses.  They have always had expenses.  Now, all of a 
sudden, they have more expense.  Those 42 rifle clubs will be burdened with a huge rent increase.  
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Hon Nick Griffiths:  How on earth do you work that out from the answer?  Can’t you read?    

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I can work it out quite easily.  I am looking at a list of the people who currently pay a 
peppercorn rent of $5 for five years and will now be affected by the corporatisation.  They will obviously be 
assessed under the same leasing arrangements and costings that the minister advised will apply to the Newdegate 
rifle range.  All these people will have to pay more.  This has opened a Pandora’s box.  I am only aware of the 
situation with rifle ranges; I did not have time to inquire about the pony clubs etc that would also face increased 
charges.  These small clubs already have ongoing costs and on top of everything else they will be slugged with a 
rent increase of $499 per annum.  That is a large amount.  The minister said in his answer that the Water 
Corporation does not seek to profit from such arrangements, but does seek to recover ongoing administration 
costs.  What extra ongoing administration costs have there been since corporatisation that were not there 
yesterday?  The land and the buildings are all the same.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  The corporatisation occurred in 1995.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I am working with the answer that the minister provided.  The minister said that these 
constraints have been removed from the Department of Land Administration, which indicates that the rents 
would suddenly go from being worth $1 to $500.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  You are speculating.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I am speculating and the minister answered my speculations.  I can work only from the 
answers provided by the minister to me through questions on notice.  One assumes that the constraints have now 
been removed.  Indications have been given to the various organisations that their rents will increase.  I say to 
the minister, who is nodding like Noddy, that I am 100 per cent right.  I will stand here in a couple of months 
time and prove that what I have said is right.   

Hon Nick Griffiths:  If you stand here in a couple of months time, you will be by yourself.   

Several members interjected 

The PRESIDENT:  Order, members!  There is only one call at a time.   

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  It is encouraging that the Labor Party is going to vacate the Chamber and not come 
back.  We can carry on with the business of the House.  I will not take up much more time.  I have spoken to 
people about this issue and they are very concerned.  I am as concerned as the Minister for Agriculture.  If the 
Minister for Racing and Gaming is implying that I am wrong, I suggest that he very quickly issue a press release 
to the effect that what I am speaking about is total rubbish.   

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 6.11 pm 
_______ 

 


